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Sprouse

I've been interested in the history of this area about 15 years and { started out
knowing nothing about it. | went on a tour that the AAUW bhad some yegars ago. Before
that | always thought, well, Mount Vernon was down there and its very well known
and Alexandria was up here and it's very well known and there wasn't anything in
between. | found there was something in between and this got me curious about it,
so I've been working with local history quite @ while and learning as | went along,
because it’s something you really have to teach yourself.

| think maps show you what used to be here and what the roads jooked like and
who tived in the area. | tracked down a great many oeople simply by finding them on a
map and seeing if the house was still there or just driving around looking for houses
that looked as though they might have been there for quite a while.

| am also the chairman of the county History Commission and we have made an
inventory of landmarks in the county, about 215. There are great places like Mount
Vernon. Some of them are very modest and some of them are not places at all. The
ruins of Belvair, where the site is under the ground, is an archaeology site. The watering
trough as you go up Fort Hunt Road where the horses used to drink water—that’s on
there too, because it represents something rare in the county.

ln 1891 when they were first talking about building a boulevard to Mount Vernon,
if you wanted 1o get to Mount Vernon it wasn’t really too easy. You had to go down
what was Route 1 and then at Gum Springs take 235 toward Mount Vernon. When
they first started talking about it there was a gentieman named George Washington
8all who lived in this area. He proposed that the road 10 Mount Vernon should follow
the route Washington had actually taken. It came down Kings Highway past Mt. Eagle
and Spring Bank, then along Quander Road, cutting through the present Bucknell Manor
and Popkins Farm, continuing to Gum Springs. Ball wrote an explanation of his map,
“The Vicinity of Mount Vernon in Ye Olden Times,” showing the exact location of the
neighboring seats and the route of the road habitually used by Washington between his

house and Alexandria.

When they finally built Mt. Vernon Boulevard it didn't come down Quander Road,
but, if he could have advised them that’s how it would have come,

| think the first major change was the shift in the crop from tobacco which had
been the main crop before the Revolution and which exhausted the soil, 10 wheat and
corn, which, even before the Revolution, was beginning te replace tobacco in this area.
After the Revolution the big tracis were broken down as the land was worn out.

The younger members of the family very often would take off for the west and
therefore the value of the {and went down in the early 19th century and even towards
the Civil War Yand around here was selling for $20 to $40 per acre. It wasn‘t very much,
and the land wasn’t any good. They weren’t farming scientifically.

In this general area around Mt. Vernon it wasn't until Quakers from New Jersey
area came down and started applying scientific farming to the land did they get it to
produce anything. It was only then that the legacy of doing farming and market
gardening came into use around here.
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West’s Grove

Just below Fort Hunt Road lies the ruins of West’s Grove, an important early planta-
tion in this area. Built by Hugh West around 1748, it capitalized on its close and favorable
position to the newly forming town of Alexandria.

The West family was important in Virginia and Fairfax County politics in the 18th
century. Hugh West himself was a Burgess from Fairfax County, a vestryman, and a
trustee of the town of Alexandria. His son, John, followed in his father's footsteps with
continued public work until he died in 1777.

The home passed from the West’s family in 1814 to a Col. Augustine J. Srith who
bought the plantation from the last West, James, who died in 1814. Smith is known to
have enlarged the original 155 acres to over 1,800. This included the draining of the
swamps along the Potomac River and building a dike. This increased his land holding
considerably, but the embankments were cut after his death and never repaired. He is
also known for his vast building spree where he had no less than thirteen pew buildings
built for the much enlarged plantation. These included larger slave quarters for the
forty slaves he owned.

Smith died in 1830 and after several yvears the plantation was sold to Dennis Johnston,
a2 man noted for his poor grammar. He did little ealarging to the ptantation, still known
as West's Grove. He was probably kept busy repairing all of Smith’s additions. Mr.
Johnston died several years before the Civil War and his wife ran the plantation in his
place,

In 1862 the 39th New York Volunteers (Garibald] Guard} occupied the plantation
and later destroyed it completely. An effort is being made o preserve the site as an
archaeological heritage,

The source material for this essay includes: The Alexandria Gazette, The George
Washington Ball map, and various Edith Sprouse articles on lacal history.

Arnold

MR. ARNOLD: That big empty lot on the corner of Potamac Avenue where they've
got that sign, ‘for sale,” there was a big apartment house there. Now, that was real old
apartments and my parents owned that. It was called Flattops. Flattops was set on
fire two or three times. It dign’t burn down. The county made Dr. Hughs tear it down
cause it was such a fire trap.

We owned a lot of property down here. At one time my parents owned twenty-one
pieces of property in New Alexandria. Homes that you see up there on the Poiomac
Avenue and Belle Haven Road. We owned a lot of land where the Belle Haven Country
Club is. | traded themn some land after my parents died. We had two cottages we used
to rent out. We traded them.

MRS. ARNOLD: In the middle of the golf course! We traded them cash for the land
next to the store.
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1

MR. ARNOLD: So, that’s how | got some of the land there. A k>ft of tgisdland 2::;
i hey didn't have & record of anybody ow
was picked up on back taxes, because 1 ' ‘
it anF:j peaple would come along that knew something about It. They would checkh'f:g
récords of Fairfax County and just pay the back taxes for ten or fifteen years, whi
wasn’t much then. Maybe six dollars 3 year.

That belonged to the Belle Haven Country Club wherc? the Towne Houses arel. ?::i

in my opinion, I'd say that's how the country club got it because | got a couple
f it even as late as | came along. ‘
° 1They made a trade with us so they could complete the goif course and have it all
on one side.

The golfers used to come in and get beer. They made the rounds, came throuc?r;) to
those last two holes, and the caddies would come in,. one of the older t?addles,ban :Z
beer, The guys would sit out under these two huge Pin Oak trees and drink the beer, a
then make those two holes. Pretty soon there’d be some more come by.

Dodson

| moved into this area roughly 40 years ago. My father, grandfather and mys:lf :Jrs]ed
to take walks together on Saturday and Sunday afternoon. We would go down whal f i\:
now call North Kings Highway where Mount Eagk? yvas located and th:re (\;l’l;’e ie
forts down there. They were associated with thg Civil War; Ft: Lyon, t.d : oaLr 0':.
Ft. Weed, and Ft. Farnsworth. When | was a kid, Telegraph Hill was calle t*.1 y "
Hill after the fort. Since then they have built Fairhaven, and Fort Drive came tnroug
! was located. ' .
Wh'?':esl::foorlt%soi\rr';:’e in the Defensive District of Washington and they were pnrnarllly
to defend the railroads from the Confederates. The forts also gave them protectlo;
of Telegraph Road and the Gravel Road, as it was called. Ft. Lyon was constructer
by the sixteenth New York infantry after the battle Qf Bull Run. The tropps ;BE
quartered at Spring Bank Manor, where the K-Mart is !ocated today. ’Sprlng an
Manor was the property of George Mason, who was a relative of the promllrzienttGeo&r[%e:
Mason in Virginia history. That was tr;e only place where the troops could get w
i he entire area was wooded.
andBZLi]f?ghaess.tId:nt of the Civil War and also a relic hunter, I've hunted the areasf‘wlhelre
the forts are and I've recovered Civil War related ?rt|facts. Some of them were dedlmte ¥
tied to New York, some 1o the Massachusetts units that were statlongd Ihere' an sonje
from Rhode Island. The guns were manned by tbe Rhodellsl?nd light artillery u;nt.
There's still earthworks at Mt. Eagle, which is Doc' Flfer‘s old homes;‘ead. hhe
latest big discovery was during the construction of Hayfield High School where they
i oldiers, _
uneSLl:e;loti:to :!)1:.{02 sIm of people don’t know is that Telegraph Road was the rnaf:n
road in this area. It ran from Alexandria to Richmond. The road was patrolied dh§|z
by the Federals and they would camp along Telegraph Road., a lot of times at Pohic
Church itself. If you visit Pohick Church today look in the br'lckwork and the concre.tgi
because there's a lot of names and units carved in there which date back 10 the Civi

War era.
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The artifacts | find range anywhere from the common three ring Union bullet,
which many people call the mianie ball, to haversack hooks, bayonets, scabard tips,
and belt buckles. | recavered belt buckles out of the yard next door. | guess in this
yard and the yard next door, I've taken in over 200 bullets.

The topographical maps made during the Civil War show the entrenchments and they
also show the picket outposts that were located in this particular area. When | was a
kid, when the back was plowed up, you'd walk along and you'd find maybe one or
two bullets.

As far as actual combat in this area locally, there was none.

Fort Willard was in the defense of Washington. Of course it's located over in Willard's
Circle in Belle Haven. When | was a kid we used to cut across in what was Dripping
Springs in order to get to Belle Haven. 1t was a natural spring used by the men stationed
at Fort Willard plus O'Roarke which was up on the hillside about where the Holiday
Inn is located today. Ft. Lyon was the biggest of the three forts. Its primary purpose
was 0 protect Telegraph Road and the Orange and Alexandria railroad which was
your main line west at that line and also Duke Street which was your main East-West
road in and out of Alexandira.

It’s {the Grovetan area) come a long way. Among the most renowred tandmarks
used to be the Penn Daw Motel. It was run by Cooper Dawson Sr., then by Cooper
Dawsaon, Jr. | guess the thing that made me remember it the most was their great grand-
father was General Sam Cooper of the Confederate Army and that sort of tied
it in a little more than others. At the present time there’s a man across the street,
Tom Rodes. He was telling me that his great, great uncle was General Emmett Rodes
who was also in the Confederate Army. He fought in the battle of Winchester in 1864.
The area is very historic,

When they went to tear down Spring Bank Manor, when they built K-Mart, it was
saigd that the steps were from the old capitol that was burned by the British in 1812.
The steps were saved and brought down here. The local residents were trying to save
Spring Bank Manor as an histaric place.

Fichelberger

You remember when Jeanie Beard was here? About two years ago, she put on a
program for the Civic group. She’s head of the Isis Center over in Silver Spring. When
she came to the front door she said the first thing she saw, the first thing that struck
her, were three spirits on the stairway. Needless to say | was already getting packed
to leave, But she said not to worry about it because if they put up with you this long,
they evidently like you, or they would really make it rough for yvou.

But strange things do happen here occasionally. Rose and | were sitting up in the
living room one night about two months ago. The dog has this little rubber elephant
she plays with all the time. Rose was sitting on the couch. | was sitting on the chair.
Both of us were reading. The dog was laying over in the far corner sleeping, and this
elephant was lying right below the coffee table. Nobody else was in the room. Cats
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were out. All 8t once this elephant just tock off. It went from the living room, just
like somebody had thrown it, clean out through the hallway, and bounced off the
dining room wall. Of course it startled us. Various little things like that.

Seem to have the strangest things happen up in the third floor, those bedroom
areas where the kids sleep. Things fall off the dresser. Pick ‘em up, and put ‘em back
on, and ten minutes later they're back on the floor again. It's really strange. But as
far as the ghosts riding around the house on horses, | haven't seen nothing like that.
Course, | haven’t looked too often either. Little strange things like that, nothing really
1o scare you.

Summer interns and one full landscaping crew stayed here about a year before the
county remodeled this place. | guess they had a rough time of it really. Mr. Queary,
the foreman who was staying here, was using the library as a bedroom. The interns were
staying in the basement where the big stone fireplace in located, Well | understood that
the interns after a while wouldn‘t stay here, it spooked them too bad. Also, 1 quess these
spirits or ghosts, whatever they may be, really gave Mr. Queary a hard time, because he
finally had to give it up. He couldn’t stay here any longer. | don't really know. But
they swore up and down it was true.

Well, the whole area was an encampment, in defense of Washington. | found about a
half dozen Ming balls in the woods. As a matter of fact, | found one right out here in
the back yard. You know the southern ridge? We hunted over there one day at Kings-
brooke. We came across an old Civil War camp site; where they had the fire, the ashes
from the fire and pieces of the old terra cota beer bottles. Underground, buried of

course,

When they put the new sewer line out back, they dug down about, oh, anywhere
from 6 to 8 feel. In the colonial days, of course, everybody had a trash pit. They'd
fill it up and cover it over and dig another one. We came upon an old trash pit out here;
dug right through it, and goi quite a few pieces of the old china; the white with the

blue painting an it.

| ran irto an old lady at a wedding here one day, and as scon as she walked in here,
she knew the place was familiar, She looked around and told me she used to come down
here as a girl. Senator LaFollette from Wisconsin owned this house at one time, but
he never lived here; he just played around with it. This lady’s Aunt and Uncle lived here
as caretakers, and she was telling me all about the place as she remembered it. Of course
it was just this center part standing then. But there was & large kitchen built on the back
here, a one story house.

Structurally the center part of the Guilding’s got the original foundation; it's twenty-
seven inches thick and made out of hand made brick and clamshell mortar. Then of
course it does have the original floor joists in the basement. They're about 2% inches
wide and a full 8 inches in length. We noticed when we had this place torn apart during
the remodeling on the 2nd floor there are steel H beams every four foot going across
the 2nd floor to help strengthen it. The old part of the house is pretty cock-eved because
of settlement and so forth. They used the ariginal wall studding on the house but they
also reinforced it with new studding in the walls.
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Stoneybrooke Mansion

In 1848, a spark from the five set the roof on fire and burnt quite a portion of the
;oof off. When we had a ceiling spot off on the thirg floor, patching ceilings and so
orth, | could see that there had been some new rafters put in. | knew at that time, of
course, that there was a fire, but | had no confirmation of i1 until one Sund:\; Oa

fire captain from Al dri
s exandria came out here. He told me that the roof had burned in

hi“Wh;n we first moved here, befare tl'!ey built the houses down at the bottom of the

. there was deer here almost every night. And of course when they built the house
down here | guess it chased the deer down into the Huntley Meadows area. But | j X
saw some deer droppings about a month ago, in the snow at the playground on.e morn:rt:;t

so evidently there might be one or two str i
ays come up here
they cross South Kings Highway. g pecestondlly. 1 do know

We do have a fox here that comes up at night. i haven‘t seen him singe fall. But last
summer he was coming up every night, as soon as it would get dark. He would C(.)m ri If
uhp in the back vard here, up to the back porch, walk across, go d;)wn around andeci?clg
Trhc pl;\/?round, come back up' put‘ He'd go over around and circle the tennis courts.

en he’d go down to the pavilion and snoop around there a little bit and down i
the viuroods. Every night it was the same path. | got him an the light a couple of imes.
he‘d just stand there looking at me. oue ot times;

, Pr:bably the biggest problem _they had with the whole place {Stoneybrooke), is the
Ire they had at the courthouse in the 1800%. Destroyed all the records That: t
they ooulFin’t get a historic landmark for thjs building. They were prett\; closest: 'ty
but they just couldn't quite come up with enough because the records were destroye‘]d‘
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Randall

| used to live down top of Sherwood Lane at first, then after that to l:lollin Hall. There
were two farms right there together, My father worked there and_ that’s where we lived
until the time of the Spanish American War. Then we m?ved right up here wherﬁ my
brother lives at now. That's where | lived most of thedt;)me. But not a person living

i hen, outside of myself, that | know around here. ‘

nom‘f(;vjsllg:lmtgotgo in Alexandria to gel groceries, 10 Burrusses right 0[1 the corner,f:he
first store in town. Wasn't no stores out here at all. AIsQ there wasn’t no post oh‘lce
here. You had to go to Alexandria 1o get your post rnal’l. In fact, there was nothing
but wagon roads. It was bad in winter time and dusty in th_e summer. If you went,
you walked if you dida't have a mule or a horse. It was that time of horsl.e and wagons.

There were no lights, nothing but bushes. Wasn't no house here; tltns was bushes.
| used to live in that house there where those bushes and trees are. Tsmg passed by.
We had chickens, eggs, anything we wanted at home to eat. Far as that is f:angerngd,
eggs weren't high like they is now. You raised your own. Vegetables weren’t high like
thexﬂzrefant?\\:r. bought this piece of ground up there where. Geor?e [t\is brother} lwef;.
Now this piece of ground where 'm living was my fatherin-law’s. I’m married to his
daughter, my second wife, Cordelia Johnson. We lived together about forty—thr?e years,

| worked for the Electric Light Company. | worked down on the farms. 1'd rather
farm than do anything else I've seen done. Then you c_ould get a job most anywhere
and work, but that didn't last long. The War started going on. The war turns so many

t of the country, there wasn‘t anybody left.

peo\zlee L?:ed to go 1o th: dances, but we didn't do any dancing. A lot F)f them would
come half drunk and that would stop all that. It was a pleasure at onF tmme, but some-
times you'll be so tired when it's time to go to work next day. | wasn’t doing too much
cause | had to wark.
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| worked for the Electric Light Company, worked for the Teiephone Company, and
worked for the Sireet Car Company. All that stuff, that's hard work. | worked when
they put the first lights in Arlington and Fails Church, Now look at it. It's a regular
city. | got two bad bites of the light while | was going, so | got out of that,

QUESTION: We noticed the sign outside, Randall Estates. Do you still own that
land?

I used to own it during Pat Johnson's time. 1t was left to Pat Johnson from Mrs,
Mascon. She lived yonder where Penn Daw is, the old building that was just across the
road from Penn Daw (Spring Bank). On this side (of Route 1) was a big old house used
to be George Masan's headquarters, His wife owned this piece of ground. He {Johnson)
was his (Mason's) coach man, you see, carrying him back and forth from the doctor’s.
Mason said, ‘I might leave you samething when | die.” Doac French heard him.

Doc French said, “You try to get that out of him. Now he done said he was gonna
give you something. You see what it is by the time ! come back again.”

He had it wrote, a note. Quander School wasn't over there yonder, that land Mason
was going to give right over to him. But he {Johnson) didn’t know no different till
after Mason was dead. Mason, after he died, you know, his son took over. “No, we
can’t give you some down there {Quander Road area},” he told Johnson.

“Mrs. Mason, You give me my ten acres. | 38in’t comin” back.”’

**You can come back. I'll give you the acres off my plot,” Mrs. Mason said.

That was the only thing that brought him back up here (to Randall Estates).
They're so slick. They gave him two five acre lots that would go back to Mason at his
death. In twenty years was when he found out. He said to me, “"Come here. | got
something to tell you. You better see about it.”"

| said, “Taxes are paid?’’

“Yes, taxes are paid, but don’t you know same of these men can come back and take
that land from you and you'll be sittin’ right out in the street?” He told me what to do.
“You take and deed it to somebody for twelve months and have them deed it back to
you. After twelve months, you can go and get a lawyer to investigate and they won't be
bothering you. Deed it to your brather, George, if you want to.”

So that's what | done. At that time George was a young boy who was gettin® his trade,
but he run and work and got all straight in that twelve months.

In twelve months !'m going to Fairfax to get this straightened out with a Fairfax man.
Why, nothing 7n Fairfax but lawyers. | was up there for a half hour for me to have this
hearing. A lawyer gave him my deed, clean cut deed to that place. He read and signed it.
He said, “Nobody can bother you.'" So that settled that. | never had any more trouble.
Now |'ve been living here ever since.

QUESTION: Do you remember the depression?

Depression, oh yeah, | know a lot about that. Depression is as bad as it is now. The
things weren’t as high as they got them now. You could raise your hogs and things, have
chickens. See we can’t raise no chickens here, not like that. All that's gone. The biggest

change in this area? To me building all these houses here. That’s the biggest change I've
seen.

So that’s it, | dont know what else to tell you. All thase different things always
against black people, just workin’ hard against them.
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Gallagher

They laid the concrete road {Route One) in 1918. In war time, you see, they muldn;
take the stuff down to Belvoir because it would get stuck in the mud, so they had to rus'
a concrete road, and they dig it so fast that the road ended up being a snake. That's

where Snake Hill got it’s name.

There was actually a lot of small farming through here, what the»t call truck farming,
growing vegetables, taking ‘em to the market, things like that. This man, Hardbower
had twe or three very long greenhouses. Where the old GroveFon was, was Ayres farnj.
We used to go up and milk the cows. They'd pasturize it {the mulik) there and then they’'d
deliver it door to door in Alexandria. They had a regular route, like a paper route.

One of the Cale boys, Chappie, was a daredevil. | grew up with him from the ‘tlr_ne |
was about seven years old until | was about eighteen. He learned to fly at Beacon alrflelq.
Both he and his brother learned to fly when they were about 16. Anyway, he took his
mother up for an airplape ride in a small Piper-Cub type p|an§, and ther"l he wgnt up
by himself. As | say, he was a daredevil, and he let t.he plane dive, couldn't pull it out,
and he got killed. Eighteen years old. He was killed in 1931. He was the first playmate

| ever had to die. But his brother went an to fly for Easte_rn, and is p‘robably the seFonq
or third oldest pilot Eastern has today. Parker Cole. He lives down in southern Mlami.
When his house, on the NE corner of U.S. 1 and Popkins Léne., got torn down | sent him
3 card tellighim they had torn down the house his father built in 18286,

His father dug a welt, and we Kids used 10 pull buckets of dirt, dump 'em, and' bring
‘e back. After they got the well in, they poured a concrete base layer and built the
house on top of that. It was a house you could buy from Sears and F{oet?uck already
fitted. All you had to do was put it together. The bungaiow, they called 'em, an ugly
looking house but modern at the time. For many years it was the rectory for St. Louis
Church.

The first real restaurant, high-class anyway, was Penn Daw Hotel, But ‘prloi’ to that
the biggest restaurant was a place called ‘Mother Bartletts.” This was 8 white restaurant
right in the middle of Gum Springs where Fordson Road meets Sherwood Hall lTane.
That was the most dangerous curve on the whole road (Route 1) from Belvoir 10

Alexandria,

| remember the first time that [ went sixty mph was in a 19"22 Dodge. In thgse days
tires would blow. They had only a guarantee for 8000 miles. This fellow, Capt, Richards,
his wife divarced him because he was a reckless driver. This old Dosige was glass enclpsed,
and it wasn’t safety glass then. If you ever had a wreck in that, it'd cut you 1o pieces.
He went 80 mph in that car and that’s as far as the speedometer went In 'Fhose days.
He might've gone faster. It was in that strip in front of thg old Mt. Vernon High School.
That was the big drag strip in those days. It was the straightest rouie from the top of
Gum Springs down to Engleside. Course they weren’t many cOps around. There was
only one policeman. His car couldn’t go any faster!

Youth didn't cause any trouble in the old days. They weren’_t on anything. They
just never hothered anybody. There weren’t any hot-rodders, Bikes were the fastest

things around.
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It was rare for anybody from this area to go to college. People weren't so gung-ho
about college. U. Va. used 10 be a big place to go if you had money. Kids went down
there and they played sports and took music appreciation. It was strictly an aristocratic
thing. Only two or three kids from around here were enrolled down there regularly.
But pecple went to G.W. at night, | went to law school at Washington at night. | got
a law degree for only $20 a month going to schoo! for four years at night.

Route One

The following excerpts were chosen from the document Prefiminary Plan for Lower
Potomac Mount Vernon, Rose Hilf, and Springfield published by Fairfax County in
rebruary, 1975. These are official statements and comments concerning the Route 1
corridor extending through the Groveton community.

“Portions of the corridor have been significant transportation routes since pre-colonial
days. Although still used as a major transportation artery, Route 1 corridor changed
from a primanly national roadway when the Shirley Highway wa¢ constructed. From
that point, much of the interstate traffic that had utilized Rovte 1 shifted to 1-8%, and
Raute 1 increasingly became a corridor for local and regional traffic,

“Today the corridor is best known as an unattractive example of strip commercial
development. Despite the problems, however, the corridor has considerable opportunity
for improvement.

* * *

"'Retail commercial activities comprise the key land use of the corridor, including:
44 service stations, 44 restaurants, most of which provide short orders only and ‘fast
foods' service, 23 motels, 10 banks, 6 auto dezalerships, 7 supermarkets, 8 furniture stores,
10 mobile home parks with a total of 1,712 pads, 5 car wash facilities, and a number of
other businesses, ranging from Roberts Karate 1o Madam Gray Palm Reading.

* %

“Residents of the area have pointed out the proliferation of identical uses and services
in the area, specifically service and short order eating places. There have been instances
of new service stations opening within a short distance of stations that had but recently
closed from lack of business. The same pattern has been observed for eating facilities.

“While there are a few attractive individual structures in the complex area, the
lack of attention to siting, signing, landscaping, and relationship to adjacent structures
has resulted in an overall level of design quality that is poor. There is no conscious pattern
and few desirable use relationships that are apparent to the customer. Many management
decisions are made not only outside the Route 1 corridor, but outside the Washington
Metropolitan areal This pattern of control may form a major obstacle to any proposal
for transformation of the area.

L

“Accident Rate (Number of accidents per T million vehicles miles traveled)

Year

1870 1,072
1971 1,141
1872 1.081
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. : ; v,
The import of these numbers is that a person is 3 11m_es as hlable 1o be killed andliﬂn/.
times as liable to have an accident along the Route 1 corridor strip as ane who 1s traveling

on the paralle! section of Interstate 95, (p. 40)

“The northern part of the corridor is affected by the extensive flood plains and
s of Dogue Creek,
me‘?gruzllljz;}ity 15 se?iousw affected by automobiles exhaust emiss.ions aggra'vate(li byh:hl:
start/fstop traffic pattern which is so comrron 2!{;)291 )F%oute 1. Naise levels are also hig
nsive automobile usage, {pp. 40- ¥ ‘ .

bec‘?,:’iie c?r:e[hderiev?sethe length of Route 1 in either direction, one of the immenj'[ate pg;
ceptions is the lack of district identity; that is, to’one who is nolt ver\,l! farr;rtsaa!;r:vl:]
the corridor, any one place along its length looks like any otﬁer place faon;g Staurgms.'
Service stations are repeated brand for brand; the same franghnsed fast 00 red vants
are seen at irregular intervals; and in some instances, nr?argmal uses g0 :nfan omres
business in fairly hrief periods of time, with on.iy slight remerlmg 0 stntjicn o
occurring. The clash of advertising signs in the cor_rldor, alt competing f?f attein ct;ures
the motorist driving by, results quite predictabh," in ? bgrrage of advertns:lng $ ruduct’s
and facilities, none of which is entirely effective in brmgljng'the merchant’s or pro ot
name to the attention of the potential consumer. To put it simply, the eye geis ct:ocr;e e
by the mass of signs that line the road on either side. Qpe sugpects that a grga ff‘a]ent
the cost and effort represented by this type of advertising may be not only ineffic

but counterproductive.’” {p. 41}

Adams

The first thing this morning when | teft home | had a flat tire. When | came tthum
Springs that was before the days of drop cen‘ter rims. It used to be yo: :ai tlz cbeazgi
your tires just like you change some bicycle tires. Take the casing aff. '|U the tu ¢ ou
and patch the tube and put it back. Well, that’s the way all autom?b; es were w1924
first came to Gum Springs. | think the first car | came to Gum_ Springs in was a m
Studebaker and it would do about 60 miles an hour down the hill and that was new
24Another noticeable change. In those days if you stood on the road fooking at yout
tire somebody stopped to see if you'd had tire trouble. If you had your hpodhup, sodmcf'sr
body stopped. Today nobody pays attention. You better not stand out in the roa

1 VEer, ‘
YOlfl_:eﬁil_Zl\:-;Z Zni little two-room school when | came then. It was origmally a one-roon;
school. It sat approximately across from the drive-in theater. That little school| staye
there until a new school was built in Gum Springs. It was my task, or myf pheasur:::;
or my folly, that | tore that building down about thr'ee years ago. | had Io:;; olt O(leg .
about how we had to twist the county school board's ar_ms to get that school, and vy
it was so inadequate! To replace it they built the Drew Smith School.
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I was going to school in Richrmond, but | visited the family here who were descenclants
of the people for whom the Drew Smith school was made, Aunt Maria Smith was the
first black teacher of the community in that schoal.

Mrs. Gibbs was the white lady who taught the Negroes {in that day they were Negroes)
in her laundry room foyer. Then, when the county did provide a school, Aunt Maria
Smith was the teacher,

| came to Washington 10 ljve i about "35 or ‘36 and | looked for somewhere in the
suburbs to buy that | could raise some chickens and a pig. | happened to drive down
Number 1 and something was familiar to me. |'d actually forgetten the days { did spend
there enjoying the pear trees and the apple trees and the cherry trees down on the old
Smith farm. Pines were all growing in the road way, but | found the old house, the well,
the old root cellar where food was kept in the winter. It brought back very fond

memories of a very good childhoad. That farm is where the Drew Smith school is and the
Martin Luther King Jr. Park.

Up the road was the Kirk Wilkinson farm, a gentle 1an farm. Mast of the people in
Gum Springs worked around on those farms. They were dairy farms. They were the
principal supply of the city of Alexandria’s milk and some went into Washington,

There wasn't any time to fight; everybody had to work 0o hard to survive. The
blacks in the area worked for the whites and there were practically no poor whites.
I think that racial strife comes from competition for the same jobs,

The Wilkinson mansion was a big gentleman farm. They didn’t have to farm for
money. Negroes who did domestic work were hired by the Wilkinson Mansion. It was
just like a pre-war plantation except the Wilkinsons were very generous and very kind
people. They figured out the logic and were generous. The other neighbors were just
as fine people, | think but they just didn’t have anything 1o express it with.

There might be a couple of boys fighting about some apples or fish or things boys
fight about, but they would get a thrashing by the first man who came by. He'd whip
both of them and send them home and tell them, "I'm gonna tell your daddy.” That
was what they really feared, because when he told your daddy and your daddy worked
You over you didn’t want to fight anymore for a long time. That was discipline to us.

The law of the county was on the other side. We had a sheriff that had an old A
mode! Ford. When you ran all the way out 10 Fort Hunt Road or to the Wilkinsens
to get to a telephone to tell the sheriff there was a disturbance; by the time you ran
out there, calied the sheriff and he drove down here—why if there was a murder the body
would have been burieg!

In early days if anybody thought it was necessary to call the Sheriff, citizens ook
the responsibility and they told what they knew. Later they had developed and there was
no need for the Sheriff to come, and when he got there nobody knew anything.

Route 1 was macadam when | first started to travel it. Gum Springs was right on
Number 1 in those days. When Mr. Roosevelt became president, ane of his first WPA
Projects was to straighten Number 1 out. At the intersection of Sherwood Hail and
Route 1 there was no straight road that ran through. Route 1 went through Gum
Springs and came back up at the Belle Haven Lodge. It went from behind McDonalds
by the Post Office then it looped over across the present Route 1 and went down into
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the valley. Because horses couldn’t pull wagons up Snake Hill, they had to wind around
the hill.

Wherever there was poor folks and unlearned folks there was the ghost staries. There
was staries of local folklore about the Civil War participants. Mt. Vernon was sympathetic
with the Union side of the Civil War. A Miss Pruitt was in charge of the estate at that
time. She was hiding out Union spys and Union army and that same Miss Pruitt kept
the money from the Burke and Herbert Bank, hidden away in Mt. Vernon. Whenever
she had a chance, she took it into Washington by horse and buggy in a large egg basket
covered with eggs. She had to tell some lie about taking them to somebody in Alexandria
until she got past Alexandria. After she got past the Confederate line she said she was
taking them {n to the President. “The President’s sick and he needs fresh eggs and I'm
taking them to him.” So the Union lines let her through into Washington and she
switched the maney. Colonel Burke and Captain Herbert bhad left it in her care while
they left in the war. She deposited it in Riggs Bank {in Washington),

Confederate money was worth nothing, absolutely nothing. So when Colonel Burke
and Captain Herbert came back they had maoney on deposit with Riggs in Washington.
That's why Burke and Herbert used to be called the oldest bank in the old dominion.

The most notable change that the county has experienced } think is in schools.
Groveton High is now a campus. High schools used to be a schoo! building on a little
lot. There was no parking. Nobody had any cars—the teachers, the principal, nohody.
We didn't have any school bus. There were no baseball teams with schools. The boys
just went out and played in a field. So you see, we have overcome the old “grass

roots” that | rememberl

When we first prepared to pass a 10 million dollar school bond issue, people said,
“How are we ever going to pay 10 million dollars off in school bonds? We can’t do
it. We're a county of poor people, farmers, and we can't. | was temporarily living in
Alexandria at the time. They came in town and got me and said, “Why don't you come
and help us campaign?'’ | rigged up the first sound truck that } knew anything about
to do campaigning with. | got people who knew how to hook up a speaker and mike and
| went down through Gunston, a black man campaigning among all the whites down
there. | talked with a person and then | got on the sound truck. We must have persuaded
them for the county ta change its pattern. We cannot stay in the shadow of the

Capitol.

Fairfax County never reslly did have marginal land; it was sub-marginal. Some-
body said that George Washington became a politician because he couldnt make a
living on the land. That’s what we were saying. Qur children were going to have to be
employees of the federal government, going to have 1o go into the service industries
because agriculture is not Fairfax County's thing.

We got that bond through and built schools like Drew Smith, modern brick schools
with sanitary facilities. We didnt have 10 go out to the old stinking john anymore and
they didn't get water out of an unsanitary well. We began to pay teachers a more
respectable wage and we saw the return. Qur children became brighter and more en-
lightened and as soon as they were finished with school they were getting jobs.
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Stokes

c ‘It'h;:re :uaF;s.n'td noNthing down here, nothing but woods. All that was woods clean tg
ort Hunt Road. Nothing but a dirt road all the way t
o 50 years s y through here. That was about 40
. lptut,ultl a cgt‘Jple' of hzuses over here. The state built a house there at the road and
ut electricity in it, but it didn't have no wat i i
il ooy ater or nothing like that. It had all out-
%l]JESTIO.N: What areAthe biggest changes in this area since you've been living here?
. & gas lines, sewer lines, water lines. You got a big nice school. We didn't have
:t a ?;19 rogm’school, There wasn't much work or money, of course, things were
c e&p. ) c;u didnt need too much money. What little bit you had you macde out with,
¥ a'dy, her worked on the railroad. Some of themn worked on farms. This whole
Erea wasn’t nathing but a farm, just very few houses on it. { did a lot of work around
ome,' but | started out working when | was 13. | used to work for this guy; he had a
farm, it was James Quander and Robhert Quander, '
QUESTION: Can vou tell us about the Springbank Inn?

Springbank was a beer garden on the other side of the road, but little kids weren't
allowed in there unless they stole in there to get a beer.

When P was a little boy, | was scared of water. They used to take me out and throw
:]T |nt the l’)'ogt f'md go off near the bridge, drop a net halfway out in the river. | used to
elp ta pull it in. They used to give us all the little fish th ; i

at we could .

ones they vused 1o take and seli. Fore. The big

I'was s’cared of snakes. One day | seen a little snake and | guess | walked almost a haif
la mile going all the way arounq o keep from coming back (the same way). | seen a snake
ast summer over. at Mason Hill. | had been working and | seen this black snake laying
across. | was gettln'g ready to get a stick and kill him and | happend to tell the lady and
she wgnt there talking to him and | haven't seen him since!

| duQn t play ?oo much of anything but a little checkers because when you was coming
up during that time you had a whole lot of work te do. You didn't have a lot of time
When | was out of school we had to can and take care of the hogs. We had to cut wood
fjnc! §tuff like that. We had a well. We had a hand PUMP to pump it out of there. Each
Individual house had a pump. They used to have a big tank up in the attic. They used
to pump the )zvater from the basement vp in the artic and the water would come down
through the pipes. You had to heat it on the stove.

QUESTION: How many peopie were in your family?

My family? Ten. We used to fight. The i

‘ . § . y used to whip me one day and | tel!

momma that night and they would kill me the next day, ™

Arnold

. Have you heard this story of the bonus marchers that came to Washington in 19327

he ponus marchers, they were veterans of World War | and the government had
promised them this money, bonus money.

They kept puttin® ‘em off and puttin® ‘em off. ! think Hoover was president at that
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hink Eisenhower had a part inittoo

j g i my, and | t
time, MacArthur was 10 charge of the army e ingon ‘Tane B e

at that time. Well, anyway, they chased ‘em out ©

ent grounds. N -
" }I'mee;n:ITt::;nme d?)wn here. They were all really, really pitiful. They brought the families

j d
with "em and they had these ald cars, just like Oknes.l They came here_for (tt;‘al mgrthy“?:e
things were bad and they would demand it. They didn’t get it that time, ey g

i T on. . .
blt‘:ﬂ?;etook ‘em in, Had to feed them, ‘cause they were in really bad shape. We used t

f ere
have to keep ‘em for two of three weeks, then we'd get another buncfh. Bl;)tufeogledv;n’t
fike that in those days. They’d take anybady in, help ‘em and feed ‘em, ¥

see a lot of that today.

Barnes

Fairhaven was the first housing project
people would build one house here and one
that area of Fairhaven and they set up a mifl.
brought them down in sections and nailed them up.

that was built in this area. Up un't'il that time
house there. Bui they came In anq took
They made those houses in the mill and

Mantiply

. , L 3
QUESTION: Have you noticed any changes in the area since you've been living here?

MR. MANTIPLY: Well, the A and P has been built, the Fairhaven' Arc:)d hazt;eli)rtl
. T i i built. The houses, a lot of them are getting © an
built. The Pizza Villa has been : B he
A colared family has moved in n |
of the older people have moved out . ; TR o
i built, and that's been a prodie
7.11 down on Fairhaven Avenue has been . oble ey e
Fairhaven—they moved in. [
it" n open. The palm readers down on ‘ ‘ ;
Ir:osust;ieneec? sgme repair. Younger people moved in, and things are SO high nowadays
i doit.
that a lot of them don‘t have any money to do )
yo#i?sov\:és the first moadel home in this community {(Fairhaven) and it's bt;en here f;?rr;
around the early 40, When | first moved here it was $12,000, and‘ wher;_t ey u:lfgeran '
puilt | understand there were maybe $4,000 or $5,000. Nowdthey re selling in g
i 7 thousand.
40 thousand, some of them are getung 4 ’
frol;nhi?réoto pay taxes in this area, and have been for twenty yelz:rs, anéi : za\;feqtt(elg\’o:
i i temn like | should have. But oelimi
a sidewalk so far, | havent got a dramage sys! ' ey
i thout tying ourselves up wi
that we should get some of these things w) .
:)hrnlll:e government or anything else because we pay taxes the same as everybody else
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| drove a bus for A, B and W right down Number 1 highway. In the {ast 25, 30 years
this whole thing was built up with all these restaurants and gas stations and shopping
centers. It was only one lane on each side up until they started building this part of it.
It wasn't a week that went by there wasn't about four, five and six {wrecks) and some-
times two and three 2 night. We've had a couple people killed on motarcycles right

out in front of the house. A colored fellow that lived on Quander Road got killed right
outin front here.

MRS. MANTIPLY: I'm a director at the Community Center at Fairhaven here.
I don’t attend every meeting because some nights | have to work. We have one a month.
We have get togethers. The teen center, they had that for a while, and then | think
the teenagers, some of them got a little out of place or something. They were mis-
behaving. | think there’s much of that going on now in the world. They have binge
on Monday nights. We also have church services.

MR. MANTIPLY: They also have dances every once and a while like New Year’s
Eve. They have holiday parties for the kids. It really does a good job, | mean, it’s active
and people can participate in it. But we only get twenty to thirty people out of 200.
It takes alot out of just a few.

MRS, MANTIPLY: k used to be back in years past, we learned to know everybody
and Christmas time we would have parties. We’'d go to each other’s houses. All night
long we’d be up semetimes you know, just oodles of people would gather. Course you
just don’t get ta know people now. Well, you know ‘em when you see ‘em, but you
just don‘t get together like we used to.

MRB. MANTIPLY: Every Saturday night it was something. And, you know, it just
changed. | think it's a part of the country, all around here. | bought a CB now. | talk
to a lot of people that | don't even know, You know | haven't even seen ‘em before,
but | do talk to ‘em and we enjoy talkin’, Maybe 1'll get to know “em.

MRS. MANTIPLY: At one time these houses were gonna be sold commerical. Every-
body was kind of upset, but that’s been years ago, and it’s just all died down.

MR. MANTIPLY: At one time they wanted to buy this house commerical. They
wanted to put a beauty pariar here.

| have a problem right here because in front of my house there’s a storm sewer, but
that storm sewer does not belong to Fairfax,

MRS. MANTIPLY: It belongs to the state.

MR. MANTIPLY: Back a few vears ago | had to get the Health Department to come
down, and get in to open the drain because it was stopped and there was stagnated
water around my house as much as 12 inches.

MRS, MANTIPLY: We found out it was the state's when it stopped ug, with all
that stagnated water—flies, and bugs, and there was trash and all in it. You could
imagine what it would look like. We called the county. They said that they didn't
have nothin’ to do with it, and to call the state. We called the state. They said they
had nothin’ to do with it, it belongs 1o the county. We couldnt get between either
one of the two, so we just called the Health Bureau. | mean it wasn't two hours before
they came out and unstopped it.

MR. MANTIPLY: It's fine now ever since then,
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Hecox

i t lot to
When | came out here there wasn’t a whole lot going on. There wasn't a wh01(:;-zidowas
even tell you about because there wasn't much here. The onlylti‘ung a person
get on a bus in Alexandria and go to Fort Belvoir where all the activity was.

The open air theater had been very acnve until the war started a.jd they cio(s;?é:i lt
down. In January 1944 they opened it again. Everyb?dy ﬂockeq to it If vpu tcn) m(et
get tr;ere real early you never got in, and cars would line up a mile back, trying to g
in. .

One of the places you could get something to eat was right across tkr)le rc;ad;] ca:(lzg

i 00
i " 1 hat they looked like—two huge bafrels
“Twin Barrels.” Now that's exactly w " parrels haot
i his kitchen and the other part was where .
together. One end of it was : e e wae
use there wasn’'t any.

eater didn't have popcorn and candy beca : ;
:Ztioned The man with the “Twin Barrels'" had the closest to a little restaurant. They've
got a big service station and car wash there now.

The Harmeny House, trailer Court, was there at this time. They r;:adehalcl1 thetwamrc:)noen\:

i lace to live, and anybody that nad extr :
during the war when nobody had a p _ . ‘
madegpremlum rates. There was many service men that had to take their families with

them because they had no place at home.

That was the beginning of some of this federal housing, and one was Fairhaven. The
most expensive house there, the very nicest one, was only $3,000.

Along the Route 1 corridor there were about §ix gfeen houses. In bac'k Off'ﬂ:z open
air theater was Ladson’s, of Green Acres, and they raised flowers there in a fleld way.
| lived back there for six months in a jittle tiny house.

In back of where the Shell station is built now, was a place call(?d tl;fe ioTn;:glg;/l
House. They had rooms and you could rent one, It had a_comml{mty itc tera e
Kinds of kettles and dishes. You could stay‘therehforkﬁ?}hae:l?:tcxgz;(ct;:\;a:tc:ilétlvgom !

i ed there two nights. To gel (nto e XIIC ‘ rictly out
:"1?: ;N\fodr(idSEanuse you had 1o carry water in. There was no plumbing, na msut:i:r f;c;:::f;
The lady that lived in the house was kind enough to !et everyl?ody havfe wan o e
outside faucet. But you had to use the little house behind the big house for any A

That’s, | think, an original “commune’’ the way | understand.it! Justdonenb:)grtro:nmd
and all together. Most of the rooms had your bed, dresser, and chairs or a davenport,
a table. o

You could find housing in Maryland, everybody always thoyght the Vltfln:: S,-Id:n\;:j
swampy. There just wasn’t a place where anybody could bu1|d.FWhﬁn aemai conded
people wanted 1o buy homes. They had money to 9ut dc?wn.l ina V[; bt
Gosnell decided that it was profitable for everyt?ody, InC\Udl'ng him, t? eg o fill tha
ground or buy 2 hill. Jefferson Manos was the first .to bfe built. If \ilou \r;l;e:ce;use o
there you'll know how small they are, but at that time it was 3 godsen
just didn't have a place to live.

When we first moved into our house {we live over in Buc‘knell i-!eights] we were wU?;at
you call country. You never dreamed that anyone could blmld :)n it because it was very
steep. The thing was terraced down and we got Bucknell Heights
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Belle Haven and New Alexandria was built for the VIP's. At that time there were a lot
of “dollar a year” men. That is people that had factories and big farms, people that
had a lot of money and could afford to take time off to wark for a dollar a vear for
the government. A lot of senators and representatives and cabinet members lived there.
The purpose of it was to give them a comparable home ta what some of them in D.C.
had, and also ta give them a club they could have without having to go so many miles
away. They were also the first ones to get complete inside plumbing facilities.

When my boys went to school there was only eleven grades. When they were first

getting ready to graduate, they put In a twelfth grade so he {my oldest son) had to go
to school one year longer than he intended,

There wasn't much that wasn’t rationed and that thar wasn’t rationed didn’t matter.
There was rationing on coffee, meat, fresh vegetables, canned vegetables—you had to
have stamps for them. Sugar, gasoline, oil—you could buy so many quarts of oil to so
many gallons of gasoline. And there was no way under the sun you could get extra
stamps, unless you had somebody that was sick and had to make extra trips to the
doctor. There had to be a good reason, let's put it that way. The stamps looked just
ltke our green stamps today. Soap was in very limited supply, but it wasn’t rationad.
The store rationed it. | happened to work at Safeway during that time. The regular
customers and the employees was allowed ta have certain items.

In order to buy groceries you had 10 go into Alexandria. Chauncey's was in
Alexandria and they had that store and also one that’s a rug place now on Route 1.
They stayed there quite a while and | don't know why they left.

All of the streets were originally carriage routes and all of them led into Alexandria
like the spokes of a wheel, Route 1 was paved to transport missiles from Fi. Belvoir
to the missile sites which ringed the whole D.C. area. | think there are still some of the
sites around, if you just go looking, Burgundy Village has one. The government sees
to it that the D,C. area has got complete protection.

I'm not a southerner. | come from the west, Nebraska, and we have a philosophy—

when it's no good get rid of it and huild it new. The only thing you use the past for is
tolearn from.

We came to Virgima and found the Civil War was still fought here. The people were
still arguing the Civil War. And if anybody said anything about it, the answer, was,
“Well, you didn’t have a grandmother or aunt or uncle or somebody in the family there.”
Well, that's true, ! didn't. The schools opened, the resiaurants were opened, the theaters
were opened. Nobody ever said anything if ““they’ went into a store or restroom with
yvou. “"They” were people; we grew up that way., One of the best friends | had when

{ was in high school was a colored girl. We had three years together. Nicer person you
never knew.

When you come here, the whole atmosphere was different. | had to learn to keep
my mouth shut. My husband got up on the bus one day and let a woman (black) who
was holding a baby have his seat. | thought they was going to kick us off the bus, Truly,

people were as mad as hornets that he did that and then he held the baby. That made
it doubly insulting!
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Bartels

In 1963 we lived on Kenyon Drive in Bucknell Manor. Then we rnoved here, k:;:t
when we moved here, | went 10 Vietnam. My wife and‘chlldren came here tco Hyhla
Valley. | am, right now, in the A.M.C. building over on Eisenhower Avenue l?v ameron
Station, Department of the Army Internal Readiness and Development Commntee.f )

QUESTION: Are there any disadvantages or advantages for you and your family

ver the country?
mo;“?i?i::lli 2hey like it. } Zhink it has an advantage cause everybody gets todlelarn abzut
people and other parts of the United States and other parts of the world. [t teaches
them, particularly children, ta adjust to moving around when ,they become older.

QUESTION: When your family left Hybla Valley, wher? did .they move? |

In 1970 we moved to Indiana. Then we went 10 California, then we went to Iran,

ack here.
thefr\]ll:r‘weyczznihbe stores that we used 1o deal with weren’t around any more or theylhald
moved to new locations. When we left here, the area was very.cle'an, part!cu ar;
Alexandria, and they advertised themselves as being the cleanest City In America an

the cleanest | ever saw, but the situation is not the same anymore.

e of '
Vg tention to their front yards as

Many of the people don't seem 10 be paying as much at
they used to. o _ .

QUESTION: When you retire, do you plan on living in this area’

No, either overseas, or wherever | get a job. - o

QUESTION: Are you able to get involved with the comrrTunl y

well, it depends on where you're at and how long you’re going to be there and also
the attitude that the civilian population has. ‘ ‘ )

QUESTION: Has the military in this area increased in the past few years ‘ ‘

No. it has not increased in numbers. In fact, it is decreasing. The government is making
an effort to keep the number down rather than allow it to (ncrease.

QUESTION: How long will you be living in Hybla Valley?

Until June or July, because | retire at that time.

Quan and Vuong

NANCY QUAN: We came from Vietnam. We are citizens of Vietnam, But we're not
Vietnamese, we are Chinese.

TOM VUONG: A lot is different, different classes, teachers, and s}udems,

NANCY: School is freer over here than over there. Here there is freedom of speech,
freedom of religion. {t's befter than Vietnam, much better. For example you can smoke

4 8 I

over here, but over there you can't smoke in school. . A

TOM: Over there you couldn’t have couples. | like this school the best. O\{er thfere
you can’t do anything. You gan't talk to your teacher, sit on the tables, or things like
that. . ‘ ‘ N
NANCY: | like Big Macs better than hamburgers. 1 {ike pizza. I.t is so delicious. We
have four kinds of food in Vietnam, there's French, Vietnamese, Chinese, and U.S. food.

{ ing of soda.

We alsc have Cokes, Sprites, Orange, and every Kin .

In Vietnam we wear hippy dresses, skirts, and hot pants. No jeans, but we do have

the jean jackets.
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TOM: Over there when you go shopping you don’t have to drive one or two miles,
you just walk. Everything is close together. We don't drive very much, f you need to
take the bus somewhere it just takes about twenty minutes. Also a lot of people ride
motorcycles. They ride motorcycles in Vietnam like people drive cars in the United
States. Every family has two or three motorcycles. Rich people usually have the cars,
but they also have motorcycles.

NANCY: The music is the same in Vietnam, we have slow songs and sweet songs.
Qur songs are sung in different languages: Vietnamese, Chinese, and English, We have
such songs as “‘Love Story,” and “Love is Blue.”

Over there we go to school. We learn English, and Chinese. | speak four languages:
Chinese, Vietnamese, Engiish, and Mandarin. We take History, Geography, Math,
English, and Chinese. We don’t choose what we want.

TOM: In Vietnam my father was a dentist. When he came over here he tried to
become a dentist, but they said, “If you want to become a dentist over here, you must
go to school for six years.” My father thinks that the time is too long. So my father
decided to be a T.V. and radio repairman, because it only takes one year of school.
T.V. and radios are also very easy for him, because he learned about them in Viet-
nam. He is finished with his one year of school, and is now looking for a job.

Allen

My parents and { moved out to Bucknell Heights in June or July of 1959 and I've
lived here about 18, 19 years. I'm an alumnus of the school and now treasurer of the
Groveton High School Boosters and that is my basic involvement, but | have a great
love and a great belief in the young people of today.

| started at the first G. H. S. of Popkins Lane in Spetember of 1959. We had a
fantastic basketball team. We were undefeated in Fairfax County play for | believe
32 or 33 straight games. That was back in the time when Northern Virginia was divided
into Fairfax County, Arlington County, and Alexandria City. We could beat everybody
but it seems like when we played the powerhouse, Washington and Lee, over in Arling-
ton, we‘d always come away on the lower end of the score.

I remember the days when Stoneybrooke was a mansion and lots of vacant fields
and when Beacon Mall and the apartments up there were an airport and a neat place
to go driving cars and just hiding out and doing things. { remember when Fort Hunt
High School wasn‘t there! All the area down there was woods. The biggest change is in
the continued development. | remember when | was just a little kid riding my bicycle
from Alexandrie down to Bucknell Heights {it must have been about 1955) and
Route 1 was a four lane road at best and there wasn't much traffic. The Dixie Pig
was still where it is now, but there weren’t so many people out here.

Believe it or not, | liked it when the airplanes used to come in over my house on
the final approach to Beacon Field, and Popkins Farm was truly a farm, but we've
kept pace with the rest of the nation and we've grown and things have gotten better
in the way of services provided by the county, and things to do. But | still kind of yearn
for the old days when you didn’t have to fight a major traffic tie-up just to get across
Route One at Beacon Hill Road.

My basic philosophy on today's youth is that all the youth are good and they re where
it's at. The youth of today are tomorrow, they’re the future. | think some people get high

on drugs and alcohol, | get high on working with young people, that’s my emotional
high.
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When we were growing up and going to G.H.S. we used‘ ta go over 1o Mour;; Comfa(:]ré
Cemetery and we‘d play football and hit golf balls, One nlgh‘t we were camped out
we saw what we thought were ghosts. We weren't really quite sure. We used to run c;n
the grave sites at Mt. Comiort Cemetery and | suppose we ratiled a few of the people
up, and they’'d come up to get us one night.

Stoops

Well, the youth today, there isn’t very much ghange from when | was a youth,ﬁxc:p(;
that youth today have more freedom than children had when | v\_aas' ygurfg, e ad
gangs that hung around on the corners. |f you went out of yo‘ur ’]urisdlctlon aroun‘
in the neighborhood into some other neighborhoo_d where you didn't belopg, you v:a(;e
worked over. If you had a bike they'd take the bike away from you, tear (t up or hide
it. The youth today, ) can’t see is much different. The youth today has more adve.lrf'nl;ges
than the youth of my time. The youth in my day mfem out to Iearn'a trade, oh§vt;
very few of them want to learn a trade. They are going into more ac'ademlc'courses w ICh
i can’t blame ‘em, to get out of the hard work. | haven't anything against the yout

today.

Washington

George Washington was my fifth great-uncle. The first Bushrod Washington'was a
Justice of the United States Court. He was appointed b\{ John Adams. The Wasrurrm.gton
family originally started out west in Williams County, a little south of wl‘:ere Lee s or;:e
is. | went to high school in Pennsylvania and lived near Valley Forge. |'ve been in this
ares\ls;::e\ﬁev:sag:fzﬁét moved here we had to get used to the airpl'anes. We could stand In tfhe
kitchen and watch the planes. Some came very close. The first one V\fe sgw, | dovle or
the floor. One fellow that lived over in the Groueto.n area had had it with the p ages
flying over his house, so he went into his house, got his shot gun and took a few punches
* tz:s ago when driving from Washington to Richmond we thought'this was ?u1 in
the country. lt's really changed quite a lot. We used to go up to Papkins farm,_ 1 was
real countrified. There was & farm down the road where the school {Bryant} is now,

i j and pias. We have seen changes. _

Wlt? ::i}rfll:eir:?s impp()?tant 1o get the history of your area. Ev‘erybo'dy in the area has a
big advantage as far as libraries and historical places go. It's an ideal place to g0 to
school. Writing about the past history of this area, you must salvage the best things

and apply them to the future.
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Anderson: psychiatrist

We consider a generation about 20 years. Generations go through the same kinds of
things in growing up. Kids that are growing up 30 years ago faced the same problems
that kids growing up today face. What has changed are the external things; social fife,
transportation, and knowledge, technological and scientific knowledge. But in just
growing up kids have the same kinds of problems and have had for centuries.

There are & lot of community things that hold the community together, a lot of
community spirit. Groveton has that quality to it. Something about this area reminds
vou of & small town. In the way the community grows up, the neighborhood kids,
the neighborhood school—it’s very much like growing up in a small town.

The younger generation is great. They’re going though the same sort of things
that everyoneg goes through and their ability to handle the problems as they face them
is good. | recognize that some of them are having difficulties. This would happen
anytime,

What has happened to Route 1 is that it has to be more of a corridor that leads
people through and traffic has increased a great deal. Shopping areas have opened up
the last 15 vears. It's made us less dependent on down town. The changes on Route 1
have been able to bring the community functions closer 1o the people here.

QUESTION: Do you feel families are drawing apart from each other?

There are instances of it. But { don’t think that the percentage is any higher than is
any other time. Times the family really was not in touch was in time of war. Historically
that's the time when families are really torn apart, gither the Second World War or the
Korean War or those who were affected by the Vietnam War.

Now the other kinds of things that keep families apart are domestic. They are thinking
of divorce now, or separation becuse of marital difficulties. There is more of it nation-
wide and it filters down to this community. | don't think it is a good thing, but | dont
think this area is any worse than some of the other areas in the country.

I remember at Groveton when we had programs in the SPTA on drugs and the biggest
outcry, of course, was about pot, How very upset everyone was ahout it, especially
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the parents! Now most parents are not that upset by pot, but there was certainly a time
when it was a very touchy issue. )t was very difficult for parents and school officials
to understand just what to do sbout it. If you discovered somebody using 1t, did that
mean they had serious sociological problems or did that mean they were going to 9o into
hard drugs and become addicted? It's settled down to the point where parents and
teachers realize that it's the type of individual that uses drugs that you have to be con-
cerned about. Somehody that's using drugs is turning to drugs as & way of answering or
dealing with their insecurities in a way that they don't have to face up to them,

We should consider alcoho! as being probably a much bigger problem than the other
drugs. Of things that are abused, alcohol is certainly the greatest. it has been and
probably will be and is a more senous problem in this area than other drugs.

If the father is alcoholic it makes a lot of difference to the family. 1f someone of
the family, the kids, are caught experimenting with drugs, then that affects the family.
If there are users in the family we can say that some individuals of the family unit are
not coping with their problems very well,

I'm saying there have always been family problems and there always will be family
problems because these are problems of growing up and living together. Families are
more mobile than they ever have heen. We are mobile around here because of the
high percentage of military and government workers. It used io be when a family
grew up, a grandfather and grandmother on both sides were in the same town, or the
son grew up on 3 piece of land and he stayed right next to dad and got a family and
taised it. There are still communities in this country where people live and die in the
same community, but that’s not true in this area. I'm sure you have a hard time finding
people that spend all their life here.

BT

Formerly Pat's Market
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Arnold: storekeeper

QUESTION: TeM us about the armed robber.

MR. ARNOLD: The lunch rush was over and | was gettin’ ready to paint the floor.
This joker came m, had on this V.F.W. jacket, Veterans of Foreign War, And | was
back by the me3t case stirrin’ this paint. | wasn't gonna get any more business until
the school kids got out of schoal at 3:00, that'd be the next busy period.

He was awful friendly, “8i old timer, o' buddy,” and all that jive they like to hand
va. And then {"d never seen him before and | just figured right then that this guy's too
friendly.

| had this money in my pocket. {1 was two or three hundred dollars, so | took it out.
And where the original meatcase was, | just threw itin there 'cause | was in the back. He
had pulled around that side by the townehouses. | didn’t see the durn car there. So he
run on out and went around the side. And | just stood there and had a funny feeling
and boy, next thing | know here comes three of ‘em in the door,

One of 'em got out tn front of me, he had this durn hood on his head. He was real soft
talkin’ and he said, Al right, this is a holdup.” Got his gun in there and he got hung
up in his jacket. He was pullin' it in and pullin® it in, he finally got it out and laid it on
me. And he said, "Put your hands up,” so | put my hands up.

What was | gonna do, | was ganna give him the money. Let him have it out of the
drawer rather than him tearing the cash register up where | would have 1o buy another
one. He said, "NO, no get out of there.”” And | started to walk out from behind it.

There was this other oneg, he had a gun and his handkerchief tied over his face. He
put that gun on me and this other one he was in front of me. He put his gun upside my
head and made me lay down on the floor back there, Took my own rope, clothesline,
| sald clothesling, clothespins and everything. And he tied me up in one minute flat,
and of course | helped him. | didn’t fight him!l He had my hands tied up and my feet
drawn up behind my head and be had me tied up just like you'd throw a steer and then
tie him up.

There was another one in there, he's the one that went through the cash register and
took all the money. | had a coin collection, they took that. And the funny thing about
it. | had money in my billfold. And he touched my pocket, that billfold one time or
another he must of touched me a hundred times, and he didn’t take that durned thing
out. So that helped me to get out of the store business. They didn’t get the $300 | threw
in the back, but | had about $160 in the cash register and the coin collection. Oh yeah,
and | had a yun that ane of the customers got for me but | never got to use jt.

MRS. ARNOLD: He just laid there on the floor uniil—

MR. ARNOLD: The maitman came along and untied me! Then the police came down
but they never caught ‘ern. That was 'bout 1965. It was a year and a half after that,
that | left the business and leased the building.

Brown: lawyer

I've been invalved in a number of legal matters in Northern Virginia. For example,
| handled the case that went to the Supreme Court about ten years ago which resulted
in the Virginia Pall Tax being held unconstitutional as a condition of voting. The
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